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Employment during 1922 showed on the whole considerable 
€xXpansion; the year opened with the usual a eee ah ae: to inventories 
and pensral Winter Slackness, but speedy and almost uninterrupted 
recovery was indicated in succeeding report@& There was the 
customary brief luli in operations over Faster, but the ypward 
EP hae wes recumed early in April, continuing steadily until the 

beginning of August. “During these four months anproximately 99,000 
persons were added to the payrolls of the reporting firms, represent- 
ing an increase of well over 10 per cent. The labour requirements 
of the farmers to harvest the largest croy on record then’: accelerated 
the fall contraction of industrial employment, since men were drawn 
Prom other industries for this purpose. As agriculture is not ~ 
reoresented in these statistics, the cotrespondite increase that 
occurred in thet industry was not reflected in the indéx number. 
From.the high point of 100.2 on August 1 the index declined by 
Slight degrees until the beginning of Dece iia when employment fell 
off from ‘ths November level by somewhat over three polite, ke 
August oF gure, it may be remarked, was higher than the base, the first 
time since the end of 1920 thet the index has exceeded the January, 
£920, level. 


Bay With, minor. fluctuations, the curve’ ‘of employment in 1923, 
28 Shown in the Oe es ane chart, followed the same’ general course 
pursued in both £922 and, 1921, although it was consistently on @ 
higher level. The pez OE: employment aquring the past year, as 
indicated by the reporting firms, was reached at the beginning of 
August, whereas the 1922 hich point occurred in November and that for 
eoet in October.. 


My ihe expansion registered in 1923 was reirly geherally — 
Gi istributed a eae the Pepe ineés and in ERG serious eaten covere? 
: : . : 


firms marking. ee on ee ener 1 taen on ghee ie ks, oe During 
the year under review, an average of about 5, 800 firms reported that 
they employéd’an average payroll of sore 777,900 workers, varying 
between 707,700 on January 1 and 823,605 on August 1, the peak date. 
Manufacturing, construction, mining, logging and services shared in 
the improvement; trade also was rather more active. ; 


Employment by Provinces. 
: The situation in all provinces was better on December 1 
than on January i The datter: date.,.on account ofthe, numerous 
Shutdowns for inventories and over the holidays, always represents a 
slack period of employment, except in a very few industries for which 
seasonal conditions are fevoureble. The irprovement that occurred 
during 1923 may be seen in the tables of index numbers by districts 
on page 6, 


Maritime Provinces.- In the Maritime Provinces the peak of 
activity was reached on September 1, when the index stood at 101.4. 
Employment diminished during the next three months and at the 
beginning of December the index number was 91.2. The reorening of 
the winter ports prevented: the index from declining still further 
end it is exvected that the customary winter octivity in trans- 
oo tation in these provinces-will continue to keep up the level of 


employment. 


Quebec.- The indsx number in Quebec stcod som 15 points 
hiewer om December 1 than it Bed cn January 1, 1923; this SPow“ineec 
reported he most pronounced expansion of eny auring tne year. 
Trickeised activity was incicated in menufactures, conustcueétwmon end 
Services, but trade employed fewer persons, chiefly owing to the 
closing of & Taree cepartmert B tors. 


Oce TNVORterio GE roveme nt was almost Steadily meintaines 
= nngng of tne year anti September, between which mont! 
a there was a falling off of about five points, aifecting 
S! fersons. Firms in Ontario enwloy over 40 per cent of 
x mer of workers covered in these reports; fiuetuations 
i ince, therefore, exercise a very marked effect unon 
Q mditions throughout Canada. Cohtractions in seasonal 
i i.cfly caused the declines recently shown; logging, which 
v xbs a large proportion ef thcse réleased from other in- 
e the early fall and winter, was not so active in 1923 as 
in the same vériod of 19°2, rartly owing to a lack of snow. Meanu- 
facturing asa whole was silacker, “the leather,  tisber, meres 
Pika pares ae and textile industries, in particular’, reporting 2 less 


SS fei 


aT AE apple sipalsieigeepeslh thay 


in the previous year. On the other hand, 
“paper, sleotric eur: re 
ml ae 


nt, iron, steel, mineral, non-ferrous 
oe a poratus plaats employed larger working 
ng twelve months. 


Dea is eee In the Prairie Provinces, employment, af 

partial and brief recevery on sbabicveaired 1, declined until the Tits 

| ASS eee upward movement then set in and continued curing May, 
Was 1 dex number on August DT resening 10443. 9)ine 

ur months saw some contractions, but at the beginning of 

ituation was slightiy better than in any other province® 

ey WES not. quite so food as at the same period of i922. 
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Bfitish Colwdoia.- Th 
with previous years was Lndi< 
index Humber rose to. 207. 2a 
resorded in succeeding months 
of December was i EE. Se : 
higher than in December, 1922. Pul 
Plants, logging, metablic ore mining, 
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=nd trade were more active during the twelve mon 
1923, but coal mines and sawmills were slacker. 


ployment by Cities. 


tabuletions were made in 1923 for six cities, but 
Por 1922 are not availeble for Ottawa and Hamilton and no 
ca Lone vy cities ies made in 1921. A very favouruble situation 
in rece ent months has en indicated in Montreal, where the index 
umber increased from "09.8 8 at the be ginning of Januéry to 99.l 
Novena 1. A decline of between five and six points ‘was recorded 
at the beginnin,: of wey when the index number was very sligntl 
lower than on December 1, 192 ‘Manufacturing in this city was fairl 
active during the year and lt he was also indicated in other 
lines of work. In Toronto the year enened with a more favourable 
situation than in Montreal, but the improvement registered in the 
following months was not as pronounced as in the latter city. ‘The 
highest point attained by the index number was slightly over 90 
Tecorded on December 1. The substantial improvement shown in the 
cons true tion industries during the summer was largely offset by 
Seasonal dullness in textiles and in some other branches cf manufadde 
uring. The returns for Otteawe indicated proportionaliy a more 
favourable situation than in any other city, the index mumiper sising 
to 110.2 at the “bésinning of July. By the Comme ncenent of December 
this had ‘declined to 94.3, owing to curtailment of orerations in 
lumber and pulp mills and to the despatching or workers from that | 
centre to’ the logging camps. Employment in construction was also 
very active during the summér.° The situation in Hamilton did not sh 
28 much fluctuation as in Ottaway the highest point attained by the 
index number F333) was only about twelve points above the low level 
indicated at the béginning of January. ‘This was partly due to dullg 
in textiles, iron,stéeel and other manufactures. The situation in 
Winnipeg was most favourable at the beginning of January, when the : 
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index number stood at 92.6. Construction in thet city was not as 
ectlive a8 in previous veers. In Vancouver conditions during the 


V 
Summer were bette> than et any vériod of 1922; "the inex at. the 
véginning of December wes above that for any other city, standing 
at 98.1. This was well over seven points higher than on December 1 
O2 the preceding year. Manufacturing in this city was fairly active 
during the surmer and transportation afforded increased employment. 


Employment in Munufacturine. 


The volume of employment afforded in manufacturing as a 
whole was higver during 1923 than in both 1922 aud 1921. At the 
beginning of the year the index number had fe en to 78.1; owing to 
shutdowns for inventories and holidays and to general winter dullness; 
moderate but fairly steadyimprovement was recorded during the foilow- 
ing months with only one interruption, due to Haster slackness. 

Wiile at the beginning of December the index number hud declined to. 
83.2, it was very slightly higher than et the same period of the year 

before and nearly hine points awove the level of December, 1921. The 

manufacturing industries employ upproximately 55 per cent of the 
workers reported by all the firms making returns and therefore 
exercise a Marked effect upon the general situa tion... 


Pood 2nd Steel.- inh, the iron. and steel division, which 
employs about 15 per cent of the total number éngeged in all in- 
dustries, employment increased considérably towards the summer but the 
autumn sow a return to the customary winter slackness.’ Automobile and 
Poiiway car shops-were well employed during the year,.the index — 
number at the beginning of September rising to 105.9. The highest 
point attained during the preceding year was 97.2, reached at the 
beginning of Novembe:. Employment in rolling and forging mills in 
the Meritime Provinces was somewhat disturbec by labour disputes 
during the surmer, but activity increased later in the year. Ship- 
puliding, though on a very low level as combared with the years’ during 
and immediately after the war, showed slight improvement in 1923. 


Textiles.- Employment in textile works on the whole was 
Pather Quiet during the year, but.the situetion at. the beginning of 
December was better than at the béginning of Januery, when many 
temporary shutdowns had affected the situation considerably. some 
Becovery was noted in knitting and fabric mills during September end 
October and in garment factories in the former month. 


‘Lumber Products.- The index number of employment in the 
lumber division during the summer of 1923 rose to a level consider= _ 
ably higher than in both 1922 and 1921. During the first seven montas 
of the year over 20,000 workers were acaed to the payrolls of the 
reporting concerns; some 17,000 of these were réleased in the seasonel 
contractions recorded during the autumn and winter, but the index 
number stood ove’ 5 points higher on December 1 than on Janucery shes 
This improvement wes mainly due to activity in sarmills. Furniture 
and other woodworking fectories employed on the whole a fairly. 
constant number of workers during the year. The pulp and peper 
industry was also active during 1923, the index number being above 
the 100 point for nine of the twelve months. This industry had also 
Shown considerable expension during 1922. 


Rubber.- The situation in rubber was not so favourable ; 
recovery wes indicated qurinc January, 1923, trom the year-end Losses 
of December, 1922, and moderate improvement wes recistered during 
the next few months. This, nowever, wis soon offsct by extensive 
de¢lines during the period July 1 to Noverrber 1. Although some 
revival was indicated 2t the beginring of December, the index number 
stood enly about three points higher thin on Jenuary Il, 1923, when 
substential losses hed been recorded in rubber factorics. 


Other Manufacturing Industries.- The tobecco, distilled — 
and mait liquors. “division was more fully eng-ged then in the precedixr 
year, there being a general upward movement during 1923. The expansic: 
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Eiployment “an other Iyidus tries. 


Logeing.- smployment in logeing showed the customary 
seasonal] trends; operations in the early fall of 1923 were delayed’ 
in some districts by inability to obtain help, owing to the harvest 
demands ee the labour market. The see of snow during succeeding 
months also retarded opera tions in some centres. The sncex numer 
1h eS ree Was very much hi gher cere. the early part of 192 
than in the same period. of’ the previous year, but 20 the panies 
oF December and November it was slightlv lower then in those months 

f : ihe monthly avers pe number Or “Persons “erpre ved by tne 
irms reporting during 1923 wes over 23,000, while during 1922 the 
imms making returns recorded an average payroll of slightly more 

16,000 men. } 
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| Mining.- Employment in mining on the whole was better than 
ny Tame Ly 1929. The index’ Areas in tne group as a@ whole was 
anove >the 100 mark for all but three morths of the year, attaining 
a Niga point ot -105.9 24° tha eginning of December. The improvemen® 
“iS especially pronounced in metallic cre mines, where there was no 
break in the series of inerenscs recorded from the beginning of 
february until L .smber 1. Some fluctuations were recorded in the 
mining of non-metallic minerals other than coal, but the tendency 
wes generally favourable and the index number stocd some 14 points 
higher than at the beginning of Dese 29.- Coal Wiiwe wa 
scarcely as active as in the Grecedine wens. althougia an upward 
tendency was in evidence from AUGUST until Daeduenee m 


Communice t2 On and Transportetion.- The commini¢cetion iIn- 
custries reporte¢ Steady expansion during 1923, telegraphs and 
telésnones both shard Lng in the improvement. Considerable activity 
was indicated in ansportation, especially on steam railways. 
imp Loymen on ane pope Ge railways, Leics rte. oor snivping snd stevedori ms 
Ss than during 1962, elthouih a substan ten volume 4 
Ton 
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employment was afforded: in botmd @ividione durune whe rene. es very 
Yu ESTES ER Ti eens fall I ar Es Oa EM Mes sea FEAR ee >. ov 4 y d 
fil go etd a6 tivity nad besn idrea td Of Sines? rasa igave an 192a— 
largely owing to an excensive vrogram of building on the Toronto 

mu nicipal street Cay Way a nN 


i 
in ivansportation the peak of employment 
occurred at the begi inning of November, when efforts were being made 
to hasten the movement of the eye wy CroDy. 
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Constraction ané Mointenance.- The index’ number of employ- 
e0nsttuction and maintenance division at its peak on 

e 3-7) steod some i4 points higker tnan the high voint’ for 
1622, which ibe s0 occurrec in f£ugast. It was, moreover, nearly 40 
points abo the hign isvel of 1921. All three brenches of the 

1naus try Breca in the rirked expansion. The index number of employ- 


ment in railwey conetruc tion reacied m higher level than at any 
Period of 19%2, 1921 or 1920.° The volume of employment afforded in 
oui’ sing end highway construction was 18 weer than 3h eg ther L921 -0r 
1922. Tas sreatest improvement in railway construction gouherca: in 
the Prairie Previnces: building construction in Ontario and Quebec ~ 
WOS eSveci2liy active, while the most prorounced increases in émnloy- 
ment on hignwivs were reported in Ontario and the Maritime district. 


Sar vices.- dowels and restaurants afforded considerably 
more empl.cymen thar in the two preccdiug years, and other branches 
ef the service sun) especiaily laundries, reported favourable. 
conditions. 


_ivede.- Employment in trade vas fairly steadily maintained 
during thé year. ‘Ther2 was the usval after-Chrisimas dullness with 
Some recovery curing the summer and consi Lderable expansion as 

Christmas again approached. Wholesale establishments registered 
moderate but steady improvement during the entire year. 
zh, The tables on pages 6 and 7 give ee eeu numbers of 
emoloyment by Rec rinosd. Cities @nd main Gndus trial eréups for .1923, 
1922 and: mers evollonie, for 19p3 These index “uumbers are based 
upon the monthly payrolls Peper ie “by the employers making returns 


aes pou aon with the number the same firms employed in January, 
bee0, 885200, 
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